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THE CIVIL AND SACRED SABBATH. 


Tue facts of the last two eventful years of the Sabbath reform 
are deemed worthy of record. They complete the history of some 
of the most important enterprises undertaken by the Committee in 
previous years, and embody the incidents and results of other plans 
in behalf of the civil and’ sacred Sabbath. Covering a period of 
war and universal commotion, it isa matter of grateful wonder that 
this record of the progress of Christian Reform should be one of 
uniform success, under His benediction who makes even “the 
wrath of man to praise Him.” 


Abortive Efforts to Repeal our Sunday Laws. 


The opposition to the measures for the preservation of our civil 
Sabbath culminated in the effort for the repeal of our Sunday laws 
in the Legislature of 1861; and, failing in this, the attempt was 
made to invalidate their Dastitutinney by the decision of appel- 
late courts. The history of these efforts and of the measures to 
counteract them may be thus briefly given: 

The vigorous enforcement of the Sunday Theatre Act of 1860, 
and the steady pressure of the Sunday Liquor Law, led the 
classes interested in the profits of Sunday immoralities to undertake 
a combined and ener getic movement for the overthrow of these and 
all statutes for the protection of the Sabbath. They had done their 
utmost to resist the laws: they then clamored for their repeal. On 
the very first day of the session of the Legislature of 1861, members 
of the Senate and Assembly gave notice of Bills to amend or repeal 
the Sunday laws; and the contest was continued to the end of the 
Session. The Beer-Garden interest multiplied Petitions, some of 
them requesting the repeal of the Sunday Theatre laws, others de- 
manding that all Sunday laws should be stricken from the statute- 
book. Deputation after deputation was sent to Albany; paid 

agents and attorneys were kept there through the winter; consider- 
able sums of money were raised and expended, and several “mass 
meetings” were held—some of them on the Sabbath, in Sunday 
Theaters—to “ promote civil and religious liberty” by opening the 
flood-gates of drunkenness and crime on the Lord’s day! The Sunday 
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and German newspapers lent themselves heartily to this agitation, 
and were unsparing in their denunciation of those who adhered to 
the laws and customs of their fathers. 

The Committee apprehended clearly the importance of the strug- 
gle, and took all needful measures to meet it. But, instead of elicit- 
ing popular remonstrances—which would have been overwhelming 
had the occasion demanded—it was deemed safe to leave the ques- 
tion with a Legislature intelligent enough to discover the source and 
object of the Repeal movement, and honest enough to frown upon 
it. The force of the Petitions for repeal was broken by an investiga 
tion which showed that instead of containing 25,000 to 100,000 
names, as publicly claimed, they had in fact less than 8,000, gathered 
chiefly from Beer-Gardens and Dram-Shops; and that when com- 
pared with the Directory, an average of three-fourths of them 
were ficticious. 

The effect of the “ mass meetings” was neutralized by an enthu- 
siastic meeting of Germans, numbering some 3,000, in Cooper 
Institute, which was addressed by German and English speakers, 
lay and clerical, and, with a single dissenting voice—the whole 
assembly rising—passed the following resolutions : i 


“ Resolved, That the rights of laboring men to a weekly sgason of 
rest, of Christians to a day of worship, and of all citizens to a 
periodical exemption from traffic, care, and noise, as secured by the 
laws of this and other States, are among the inalienable and most 
precious rights of freemen; and that every attempt to invade or 
pervert them, by making the common rest-day a period of trade, 
dissipation, or folly, tends to subject labor to capital, to debase 
public and private morals, to weaken the restraints of religion, and 
to undermine our free, self-governing institutions. 

“ Resolved, That we therefore earnestly deprecate and protest 
against the repeal of the existing laws which protect the civil 
Sabbath from the most dangerous and offensive forms of popular 
demoralization—the Sunday Liquor-Traffic and Beer-Garden theatri- 
cal exhibitions.” 


This demonstration—the effect of which was not lessened by an 
attempt of the theatre proprietors to interrupt and break up the 
meeting—revealed the existence of a powerful element within the 
bosom of the German community in full sympathy with the better 
sentiment of the American population on the question in dispute. 
The proceedings were communicated to the Legislature, and had no 
little influence in defeating the plans of the anti-Sunday combination. 
They were also published in German as Doc. No. XVI, and widely 
circulated in this country and in Germany. 

While the House Committee on Cities and Villages had the 
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petitions and bill for repeal under advisement, a delegation from the 
Sabbath Committee, consisting of the Chairman and Secretary, with 
Messrs. Foster and Schwab, appeared before them and had a full 
hearing. They were confronted by a German agent of the Beer 
Gardens. A majority of the Committee — consisting wholly of 
members from New York and Brooklyn—reported a bill which 
ignored the specific repealing measures prayed for, but exempted 
“Jager beer, ale, and other malt liquors” from the operation of the 
Excise and Sunday laws, and provided that their “sale shall henceforth 
be lawful upon any day of the week.” 'The minority of the Com- 
mittee—consisting of Messrs. Ball, Prendergast and Angel—pre- 
sented an able Counter Report, defending the Sunday Laws, and 
exposing the injury to public morals of the proposed measure. 
The Sunday Beer-Garden Bill was laid on the table by the decisive 
vote of 70 to 23—all but five of the minority being members from 
New York and its immediate vicinity. This ended the contest for 
the Repeal of our Sunday Laws. It is not likely to be renewed. 


The Constitutionality of Sunday Laws Settled. 


It is not known that the constitutionality of our statutes for the 
protection of the Sabbath had ever been seriously questioned, since 
the foundation of our State government, until the beginning of the 
present movement for restraining gross Sunday immoralities. The 
question, at least, had not been adjudicated. But, at an early stage 
of the reform, the Sunday press, English and German, denounced all 
such legislation as an invasion of civil and religious liberty, and 
stimulated the classes interested in Sunday trade and amusements 
to resist the authorities who should attempt to enforce these “ un- 
constitutional” acts. False issues were multiplied, and the dealers 
in liquor and lager, and the keepers of noisy gardens and theatres, 
were made to believe that they were shielded from legal restraint 
by the fundamental provision which guarantees “the free exercise 
and enjoyment of religious profession and worship ;” overlooking the 
important guard of the same section: “but the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured, shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licen- 

“tiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety 
of this State.” 

Tn the successive suits for the violation of the Sunday theatre act, 

the constitutional question was raised, before Justice Bonney of the 
Supreme Court, Justice Hoffman of the Superior Court, and Justice 
Gould in the court of: Oyer and Terminer ; and in every instance it 
was settled affirmatively. From the last named decision, in the case 
of the People vs. Lindenmiiller, an appeal was taken to the General 
Term of the Supreme Court, Justices Clerke, Sutherland, and Allen. 
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The question was ably argued for the People, by Assistant District 
Attorney Anthon, and by Mr. Clinton, for the Plaintiff in Error. 
The opinion of the court was rendered May 29th, 1861, by the Hon. 
W. FI Allen, Justice, his associates concurring. It is the most elab- 
orate and conclusive discussion of the rights and relations of the 
civil Sabbath extant. The principles settled are thus condensed by 
the Reporter of the Court : 

“Every act done maliciously, tending to bring religion into con- 
tempt, may be punished at common law: and the Christian Sabbath, 
as one of the institutions of that religion, may be protected from 
desecration by such laws as the Legislature, in their wisdom, may 
deem necessary to secure to the community the privilege of undis- 
turbed worship, and to the day itself that outward respect and ob- 
servance which may be deemed essential to the peace and good 
order of society, and to preserve religion and its ordinances from open 
reviling and contempt. 

“Upon this ground the ‘Act to preserve the public peace and 
order on the first day of the week, commonly called Sunday,’ passed 
April 17th, 1860, prohibiting exhibitions or dramatic performances 
on Sunday, can be sustained ; the Legislature being the sole judges 
of the acts proper to be prohibited, with a view to the public peace, 
and as obstructing religious worship, and bringing into contempt 
the religious institutions of the people. ; 

“The act is clearly constitutional, as dealing with and having re- 
spect to the Sabbath as a civil and political institution, and not 
affecting to interfere with religious belief or worship, faith or prac- 
tice. 

“Jn the State of New York, the Sabbath exists as a day of rest 
by common law, and without the necessity of legislative action to 
establish it: and all that the Legislature attempt to do in the ‘Sab- 
bath Laws’ is to regulate its observance.” 

It was hoped that the question might be carried to the Court of 
Appeals, so as to have a final and irrevocable settlement of the mat- 
ter at issue. But the lapse of nearly two years, with no apparent 
purpose to contest the decision of the Supreme Court, and with the 
general acquiescence of the classes who alone are interested in the 
attempt to reverse it, prompts the belief that that decision will stand — 
permanently as the judicial exposition of the relations of the Sabbath 
to our organic law. It thus becomes the basis for all needful legisla- 
tion, and strips the enemies of the sacred day of the last plausible 
excuse for their selfish and demoralizing business. 

Judge Allen’s admirable opinion, besides its place in the series of 
Reports of the Supreme Court, was published in the American Theo- 
logical Review; in an authorized abridgment as Doc. No. XVIII. 
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of the Committee’s Series; and in many of the secular and religious 
journals of the day. Its importance has never been overrated ; its 
influence will not be confined to our own State, or to our own gene- 
ration. 

“Concert Saloons.” 

The “Concert Saloon” system was an offshoot from the Beer- 
Garden Theatres, and had a growth of such-rapid and sturdy wick- 
edness as to alarm every friend of public morals. As a Sunday 
nuisance it was abated with Sunday theatricals. But it was so 
utterly infamous in its character and so demoralizing in its influence, 
on other days, that the Grand Jury presented the iniquity for Legis- 
lative prohibition. The session of 1862 was much agitated with 
this question. The same arts were resorted to as in resisting the 
passage of the Sunday Theatre Act, but with like ill suecess. The 
bill for the “Regulation of Places of Public Amusement” was 
finally passed unanimously in the Assembly, and with but two or 
three dissenting votes in the Senate. Its enforcement was promptly 
entered upon by the Police Department, and scores of vile ‘‘ Saloons” 
were broken up or abandoned the prohibited form of temptation to 
vice. It is hoped that the attempt to reinstate this iniquitous sys- 
tem, or to evade the plain provisions of law, will be promptly sup- 
pressed. The constitutionality of the act was contested; but the 
decision of Recorder Hoffman settled the question so completely that 
no appeal was taken to higher courts. An incidental bearing of the 
law on theatres and concert halls, in the exclusion of intoxicating 
liquors from the premises, has abated one of the evils of these estab- 
lishments. No formal identification of the Committee with this 
important Reform was consistent with its single object; but indi- 
vidual members of the Committee lent it active and efficient support. 


The Sunday Liquor Traffic. 

Less attention has been given to this question during the past two 
years than in preceding years, because of the pressure of other im- 
portant interests, and because it was supposed the principles con- 
trolling the course of public authorities were substantially settled. 
Various emergencies, however, have demanded vigilance. So large 
and profitable a trade could not be restrained without innumerable 

attempts at the evasion or resistance of law. 

The open traffic in liquors on Sunday has, for the most part, 
ceased ; and the public scandal and temptation to drunkenness is thus 
far removed. But there are not a few dram-shops provided with 
back or side entrances, still admitting the victims of intemperance 
to their debauch. In some of the Police Precincts, and especially 
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in the Fifth, the officers of law have been persistent in their efforts 
to suppress this wrong, under the direction and with the cordial 
support of the Commissioners and Superintendent of Police. A 
considerable number of arrests were made, and the bad traffic came 
to be hazardous and unprofitable. Even the reluctance of some of © 
the Police Justices to execute the law when offenders were brought 
before them, did not fully meet the demands of the Sunday dram- 
sellers: it was inconvenient to be arrested. So an issue was made— 
the City Judge issuing a writ of habeas corpus at midnight, return- 
able ‘‘ forthwith ” at the Clerk’s Office, in the City Hall; and when 
the officer availed himself of the legal period of twenty-four hours 
to make his return, an attachment was issued against him. The 
issue thus joined between the Court and the liquor-dealers, on the 
one hand, and the Police and the public, on the other, awakened 
general interest. The court-room was crowded with the adherents 
of the rum power, summoned thither by a secret circular addressed 
“To the Liquor Dealers of the 5th Ward,” which closed with the 
exhortation, ‘‘ Now is the time to strike for your preservation!” 
Notwithstanding the action of the District Attorney, removing the 
case from that Court, His Honor saw fit to deliver an ex cathedra opin- 
ion expounding the statutes affecting this question, quite to the mer- 
riment of the Bench and the Bar. His definition of “ Beverage” 
as “the act of publicly, with open doors, selling and drinking spirit- 
uous liquors,” ete., became the butt of newspaper ridicule; and 
his whole midnight demonstration in favor of Sunday dissipation 
reacted on the bad cause it was intended to aid. His attachment 
against Captain Petty for “contempt of court” was issued; but the 
District Attorney procured a Writ of Prohibition from the Supreme 
Court, which thwarted the petty tyranny contemplated. 

The efforts to invalidate the action of the Police under the forty- 
second section of the Metropolitan Police Act were more successful. 
For some unexplained reason, instead of proceeding under the Ex- 
cise Law, the police authorities saw fit to make complaints or arrests 
under the provision of the Police Act which prohibits the “pub-. 
licly keeping or exposing for sale,” to which the statute affixes a 
civil penalty, with a doubtful allusion to the “law for the arrest of 
offenders,” but with no clause declaring the offense a misdemeanor. 
The Recorder decided, that criminal proceedings can not be had 
under this section; and the Supreme Court has approved his de- 
cision; but the Recorder indicates the remedy for the evil against 
which the inadequate Police Act. was claimed to point, when he 
says :— 

“The Excise Law of 1857 is in full force, which makes it a misde- 
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meanor for any inn or tavern keeper, or licensed person, to sell or 
give away any intoxicating liquors on Sunday as a beverage, and 
which also makes it a misdemeanor for any person not licensed to 
sell liquors at all; so that, without the aid of the law of 1860, those 
who violated the sanctity of the Sabbath mm that respect could be 
prosecuted as criminals.” 


This is the first judicial recognition in this city, it is believed, of 
the validity of a law which has been on the statute-book for a period 
of six years, adjudicated, and its constitutionality affirmed by the 
highest courts. It is time that the process of nullification was made 
public: for, if secret conspiracies may succeed in paralyzing the ad- 
ministration of justice as affecting one large interest, why may not 
all laws restraining classes of evil-doers be set aside? Extracts 
from two secret circulars will show that, back of our political organ- 
izations, is an organized power skillfully employed to warp or intim- 
idate and control candidates and electors, and thus render inoper- 
ative the statutes intended to protect the community from a traflic 
more than any other responsible for abounding pauperism, taxation, 
and. crime. 


Secret Circulars. 
New York Liquor Dealers Association to candidates for office : 


“WHEREAS, we now number in this city ten thousand active and 
energetic men, all legal voters, and knowing as we do the power we 
can exercise through the ballot-box towards redressing our wrongs, 
if we act in concert, we have resolved to pledge ourselves to act in 
unison and concert, as one man, upon all questions that can in any 
way affect our interests, and to support no candidate for oftice, who 
cannot give us satisfactory assurance that he is in favor of the im- 
mediate repeal of the oppressive excse law as it now exists.” * * * 
“ Now therefore, it is 

“ Resolved, That we propound to each candidate for office, the 
followimg questions, the answer to which, we will consider as our 
property, to make public at our discretion :— 

“* First, Do you approve of the law known as an ‘ Act to suppress 
intemperance,’ passed April 16th, 1857? 

“ Second, Would you, if elected to the office for which you are 
now a candidate, countenance or sustain such an excise law,” ete. 


May not the pledges thus made as a condition of office account 


for the delay and frustration of justice in all matters affecting the 


liquor trade ? 

The power wielded so successfully in this city aspires to control 
the Legislature of the State as well. In 1861, a State organization 
was founded, with “one active reliable dealer from each town and 
ward” in every county, and assessing “ distillers, brewers, wholesale 
liquor-houses, hotels, saloons, farmers, and hop-growers,” amounts 
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varying from $1 to $25, severally, “to defeat oppresive and nefarious 
legislation!” “We must fight now,” they say, “or lose our rights 
forever.” 

In 1862, this combination numbered seventy-one thousand members 
in the State of New York. <A secret circular adressed to the indi- 
vidual conspirators just before the last election, reads thus :— 


“ As a member of the New York Liquor Dealers’ Society, you are 
under obligations to vote for such candidates as they may select, if you 
wish to retain the advantages of membership. The State convention 
unanimously selected , who must receive your vote 
and your active support, or the iron heel of tyranny will trample on 
your constitutional privileges. * * * If you support 
as you are bound to, they will be elected ; but remember, that if you 
fail to do so, you will justify your oppressors. FoR GooD REASONS, 
we do not.deem it for our interest to select from the various nomi- 
nations of candidates for , leaving it for you to ascertain 
before you vole, whether the candidates you fix upon are opposed to 
Prohibition and Fanaticism, and reminding you of our motto, ‘he 
that is not for us is against us.’” 


» secretary. —_—_—\—__—_., President. 


Few American citizens can fail to see that law and republican 
government are a delusion, if they can shelter or be made the instru- 
ments of such secret foes to social order. 


Statistical Results of the Reform. 

A comparison of the data furnished by the Police Returns of 
arrests for crime and disorder on the Sundays and Tuesdays of suc- 
cessive years warrants the following generalization : 

1. The enforcement of the Sunday laws has resulted in making 
the Sabbath Day the most orderly of the days of the week, instead 
of the most immoral, as formerly. 

2. The arrests for crime have increased or diminished in the 
measure of obedience to these laws, not only on the Sundays, but 
on all other days. 

3. The two years of civil war have been the period of improved 
public morals in this metropolis as compared with any recent period 
of our history. 


Summary of the Returns of Arrests by the Police from Aug. 1, 1859, to 
Jan. 1, 1863, on the Sundays and Tuesdays of each week : 
Tuesdays. Sundays. 
From Aug. 1, ’59, to Jan. 1,’61 (17 mos.) 14,826 .... 9,784 
«Jan. 1, 61, to Jan. 1, 62 (1 year) 10,486 .... 7,985 
Sandan, 62, to Jan. 1, 63 (1 year) 1 051 - oe | 0,38 


Totals for 3 years a 5 WO gBeteue(.. 36,363 27,272 
[The arrests for Sunday violations are not included in this summary. ] 
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« Similar returns for the period of 18 months preceding Aug., °59, 
under the same police system, showed an average excess of Sunday 
arrests, over those of Tuesday, equal to twenty-five per cent; but 
that was the period of unrestricted temptations. There is no reason 
to doubt that a continuance of the cause would have perpetuated 
the effects ; so that, but for the enforcement of the Sunday Law, the 
actual number of arrests, instead of being 27,272 for the Sundays of 
three years and five months, would have been 45,453,—showing a 
saving of arrests for crime and disorder on this single day of 18,181 
cases, or an average of more than one hundred each Sabbath. 

It will also be seen that there has been a slight retrogression in 
the scale of improvement during the past year, resulting, it is 
believed, from the opposition of judicial officers to the enforcement 
of a wholesome statute, and the encouragement to wrong-doers con- 
sequent on the abuse of official power. 

On the 28th of March, ’63, the energetic Superintendent of Police 
issued a general order to the Captains of Precincts, directing com- 
plaints to be made against all parties violating the 42d Section of 
the Met. Police Act, and suggesting that “all persons licensed to 
sell liquors are prohibited from selling or giving away any in- 
toxicating liquors or wines on Sunday, and persons who shall sell 
intoxicating liquors on Sunday, or any other day, without license, 
are liable to the penalties provided by law.” This must be pre- 
sumed to intimate the intention of the Police authorities to enter on 
the enforcement of the statute of 1857, which expressly provides 
that “it shall be the duty of every sheriff, policeman, &c., to arrest 
all persons found actually engaged in the commission of any offence 
in violation of this (Excise) act,” etc. Otherwise, it is a mere 
brutém fulmen. If executed, the Sunday liquor traffic would cease. 

The apprehension that the stringent provisions of the Excise Law 
against unlicensed and Sunday liquor selling might be duly en- 
forced, led to an effort in the Legislature of 1863 to amend that law 
so as to abrogate the misdemeanor clause ; but the amendment failed 

a a decisive vote, and it remains for the officers of law to execute 
the Statute as it stands. 

The Superintendent of Police introduces his recent General Order 
thus: 

_ “The good order that has been preserved in the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn on the Sabbath Day, since the enforcement of 
the 42d Section of the Police Law, has marked an era in the history 
of both these cities,’ etc. The Committee would cheerfully accord 
to the Police authorities a full measure of commendation for the 
condition of things thus rejoiced im, and would unite with all good 
citizens in the hope that no political intrigue, or official delinquency, 
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will be suffered to interrupt the reign of an “ era” so full of blessing 
and promise. 


The Sunday Press. 


An important decision of the Court of Appeals, on an appeal 
from the Supreme Court in the case of Smith versws Wilcox, settles 
the question as to the legal statws of Sunday Newspapers. The 
proprietors of the Sunday Courier brought an action to recover the 
price contracted to be paid for business advertising. The claim was 
resisted on the ground that the contract and the publication were 
in contravention of the law for the observance of Sunday; and 
the plaintiff was non-suited on this ground. Rosevelt, Justice. 

Allen, J., (all the Judges concurring) held that the statute regu- 
lating the-observance of Sunday, and prohibiting labor and traffic 
on that day, other than “works of necessity and charity,” is in har- 
mony with the religion of the country and the religious sentiment 
of the public, and for the support of public morals and good order. 
Its design is not to compel the religious observance of the day, but 
to secure that outward respect and observance to the acknowledged 
Sabbath of the great mass of the people, to protect religion from 
contempt, and its professors from molestation. Sunday laws are 
remedial statutes, to be construed liberally in the suppression of 
the mischiefs contemplated. So our courts have always ruled—all 
acts within the statute having been regarded as illegal, and all con- 
tracts involving a violation of those laws void. We quote from the 
opinion these suggestive paragraphs: 1 


“The service to be rendered by the plaintiffs was the publication of an adver- 
tisement in a Sunday newpsaper. There is no pretense that it was a work of 
necessity and charity, either to publish the paper or the advertisement, even if it 
could be brought within the section of which the exception in favor of works of 
‘necessity and charity’ forms a part. The advertisement was published with, and 
as incidental to, the publication of the paper, and the contract must be assumed 
to have contemplated the service to be performed in the usual way, and as it was 
in truth done. The papers were sold on Sunday at a public place provided by 
the plaintiffs, the proprietors, for that purpose: that was the publication, and that 
the service agreed to be performed, and for which they now ask compensation. 

“The publication of the advertisement was to be and was by a publie sale of the 


newspaper in which it was printed on Sunday. The opening of a placeforthe 
sale and actual selling of newspapers is within the mischiefs which the act for the 


observance of Sunday was designed to remedy. It disturbs the public peace and 
quiet ; interferes with the proper religious observance of the day; is opposed to 
good morals, and tends to draw men away from the duties of piety and religion, 
and can not be distinguished from traffic in any other article which is the subject 
of sale in market. It matters not what the character of the paper or the character 
of the advertisement published for the defendants may have been. Neither were 
‘meats, milk, or fish,’ and therefore were not within the articles excepted from the 
prohibition, and even if it were within the other section of the statute, it would 
be difficult to prove that the sale of the most unexceptionable religious newspaper 
was an act of ‘ necessity and charity.’ y 

“The statute is very comprehensive, and has sought to use terms which would 
embrace every article which could be sold in market. It prohibits the exposure 


¥ 


THE CIVIL AND SACRED SABBATH. 11 


and sale of all ‘ wares, merchandise, fruit, herbs, goods, or chattels.’ Everything 
which is the subject of property, and which may be exposed to sale must be 
included under some of these terms. A newspaper is the subject of property, and 
when it is made the subject of sale in places opened for that purpose, it is certainly 
merchandise. Newpapers are made merchandise when they are sold, either at 
wholesale or retail, as other articles are sold which have ever been usually regarded 
as merchadise. This mode of publication by selling newspapers in large packages 
to be resold by the purchaser, or at retail by the single paper, is of comparatively 
modern introduction; but as in this way the character of merchandise is given 
to the paper, the business of selling and exposing to sale the newspapers must 
be governed by the general laws affecting similar dealing in other articles of 
merchandise. It is exposing an article to sale that constitutes the offense, and not 
the character of the article, unless it is among the exceptions in the act. ‘ Goods, 
wares, and fpr sbian dice! include all movable property that is ordinarily bought 
and sold. ‘Chattels’ is more comprehensive than ‘goods, and includes animate 
property. (2 Ch. Pl. 55, n. [r].) The plaintiffs necessarily, in the performance of 
their agreement, by the publication of the advertisement, violated the letter as 
well as the spirit of the act prohibiting the exposure of merchandise for sale on 
Sunday, and no action will lie upon such contract. In a sense it was a contract 
by the plaintiffs for the performance of servile work on the Sabbath. They agreed 
to publish and circulate the advertisement of the defendants on Sunday by deliver- 
ing a copy to each of their customers who should buy of them a copy of their 
paper, and incidentally they agreed to expose for sale, and sell on that day their 
paper containing the advertisement. This was servile work in the same sense that 
the service of the attorney’s clerk was, or that of a salesman in a dry goods store 
would be. The contract was void, and the judgment must be affirmed.” y 


It is occasion for gratitude to God that the influence of our high- 
er courts is given to the support of laws so vitally related to the 
physical and moral well-being of society as those which guard the 
Sabbath. Avarice and godless pleasure crowd hard on the barriers 
which Infinite wisdom and human legislation have thrown across 
their pathway; and they would subsidize politics, the press, the 
judiciary, everything, if they might, to their insatiable longings. 
Happily, the statutes of our fathers abide; all attempts to repeal er 
invalidate them have proved abortive. Local justices may pander 
to the base designs of lawless men; but, to the honor of our appel- 
late courts be it said, the rights of Christian citizens in this behalf 
and the needs of society have been uniformly vindicated and asserted, 
so that the Sunday Laws of New York are immovably settled. 


The Sabbath in Civil War. 


e two years under review have been years of peril to the Sab- 


bath and related interests. War is proverbially demoralizing in its 


influence: the besom of civil war has usually swept away, for the 
time, the barriers of morals and religion, and has left the task of 
restoration to after generations. That these vital interests have suf- 
fered so little amidst the excitements and upheavals of our struggle 
for the nation’s life is an anomaly which bafiles philosophy, and 
which can only be resolved by devout reference to the ever-watehful 


Providence of the Lord of the Sabbath and the God of Battles. 
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The Committee could not but observe the early tendency of events 
to turn back the tide of reform then in progress. For a season our 
thoroughfares were thronged with military processions and popular 
demonstrations on the Sabbath. The engrossment of the Police 
with the recruiting service, and the questionable arts of many 
recruiting officers, with the diversion of public attention from all 
matters not immediately related to warlike preparations, gave tem- 
porary license to classes needing the restraints of law. The Com- 
mittee felt the profoundest solicitude on this subject, and were 
constrained to the utmost vigilance combined with prudence to 
meet the exigency. Happily, it was but temporary. The danger 
having been calmly pointed out in a public appeal in behalf of “The 
Sabbath in War,” [Doe. No. XVIL.,| measures were taken by the 
Police, seconded by the Press and the public, to hold what had been 
gained, and to ward off the perils which threatened important public 
interests. Our State military authorities coéperated, and forbore 
to make the Sabbath the season for moving regiments through the 
city for the seat of war, as theretofore. The metropolis soon recoy- 
ered its usual aspect of quiet and order, and the selfish classes came 
again under legal restraint. Thenceforward, the city has been as 
orderly, for the most part, during the period of war as in any previ- 
ous years of its modern history. 

But it was soon apparent that the unwonted- business of war had 
brought with it its usual concomitants along the lines of the army. 
The tenor of the army correspondence of all the Journals and the 
notorious facts of Sunday engagements indicated an almost utter 
récklessness of the claims of the Sabbath, on either sanitary or moral 
grounds. The evil culminated in the disastrous battle of Bull Run. 
The nation was scarcely less humiliated by the shameful panic which 
seized and scattered the Union forces than by the fact that, while 
contending for a righteous cause, they had been led into needless 
and so unwarrantable conflict with the eternal rule of right. The 
voice of earnest remonstrance arose on every side. The Committee, 
though organized for local purposes, yet being the only organization 
prominently charged with the care of this interest, deemed it expe- 
dient to embody their deliberate views of this question in a docu. 
ment entitled “A Plea for the Sabbath in War,” (No. XIX.,) which 
was widely published in newspaper and pamphlet form, and com- 
municated to civil and military officers and to the soldiers. 

A copy of this document was forwarded, August 30th, 1861, to 
the newly-appointed General Commanding the Army of the Poto- 
mac, General McClellan, accompanied by a private note from a 
source claiming “more than a mere patriot’s interest in his public 
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career,” and soliciting his influence in averting the terrible evil to 
the army and the country of a Sabbath-breaking military regime. 
On the 6th of September ensuing, the following admirable General 
Order was issued :— 


“ FEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
WAsHINGTON, Sept. 6, 1861. 
[ General Orders, No. 7.] 

“The Major-General Commanding desires and requests that in 
future there may be more perfect respect for the Sabbath on the part 
of his command. We are fighting in a holy cause, and should en- 
deavor to deserve the benign favor of the Creator. Unless in the 
case of an attack by the enemy, or some other extreme military 
necessity, it is commended to commanding officers that all work 
shall be suspended on the Sabbath; that no unnecessary movements 
shall be made on that day; that the men shall, so far as possible, be 
permitted to rest from their labors ; that they shall attend divine serv- 
ice after the customary Sunday morning inspection ; and that officers 
and men shall alike use their influence to insure the utmost decorum 
and quiet on that day. The General Commanding regards this as 
no idle form; one day’s rest in seven is necessary to men and ani- 
mals: more than this, the observance of the holy day of the God of 
Mercy and of Battles is our sacred duty. 


“Gro. B. MoCLELLan, Major-General. Commanding. 
Official: A. V. CoLBuRN, Assistant Adjutant-General.” 


Perhaps no single utterance of the sort was ever more timely or 
welcome to an army or a nation. It was hailed by the troops as a 
guarantee of rights previously ignored; and by the country as a 
recognition of obligations too little heeded. Its practical results 
were recognized by many observers, and denied by no one. 

In the autumn of 1861, the Committee were impressed with the 
necessity of still further efforts to preserve our Sabbath from the 
the effects of war. The President had summoned 600,000 additional 
volunteers to the field. Every city and town in the country was 
converted into a recruiting place. The mustering and movements 
of troops toward camps of instruction, or to the seat of war, became 
the occupation of the country ; and the silent pleading of Sabbath 
hours was too little heeded in home or camp. There remained the 
expedient of invoking the intervention of the Commander-in-Chief 
of our Army and Navy, whose authority, wisely exercised, might 
shield our new forces from the wrongs of a Sabbathless policy, and 
whose position would give weight with the country to the truths on 
this subject he might see fit to utter. 

With this view, a Deputation from the Committee, consisting of 
their Chairman and Secretary, with Messrs. Hoadley, Winston, Booth, 
Foster, and Schwab, waited on the President at the Executive 
Mansion, Noy. 13, accompanied by the Secretaries of War and 
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Navy, Rear-Admiral Foote, and others, and introduced by Governor 
Morgan, of New York. An address was presented [see “ The 
Soldier’s and Sailor’s Sabbath, No. XXTI.”) to which the Presi- 
dent made a brief and appropriate response. After the lapse of 
time sufficient to consult his Cabinet, he issued the following ac 
eral Order to the Army and Navy :— 


“Executive Manston, Wasnineton, Noy. 15, 1862. 

“The President, Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, 
desires and enjoins the orderly observance of the Sabbath, by the 
officers and men in the military and nayal service. The importance 
for man and beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights 
of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becoming deference to the best 
sentiment of a Christian people, and a due regard for the Divine 
Will, demand that Sunday labor in the army and navy be reduced 
to the measure of strict necessity. The discipline and character of 
the National forces should not suffer, nor the cause they defend be 
imperiled, by the profanation of the day or name of the Most 
High. ‘At this time of public distress,’ adopting the words of 
Washington i in 1776, ‘ Men may find enough to do in the service 
of God and their country, without abandoning themselves to vice 
and immorality.’ The first general order issued by the Father of 
his Country, after the Declaration of Independence, indicates the 
spirit in which our institutions were founded and should ever be 
defended :— The General hopes and trusts that every officer and man 
will endeavor to live and act as becomes a Christian soldier, defending 
the dearest rights and liberties of his country,’ 

“ABRAHAM LINCOEN.” 


This important order was telegraphed to the Associated Press 
throughout the country, and in a day’s time was read by millions 
of the people. It appeared in the German, French, and other 
journals in foreion tongues, published in this country. It passed 
into the General Orders of the Army, to be read at the head of 
every regiment. It was embodied in document No. XXIII. of the 
Committee, with the facts of the interview with the President. It 
has been widely published in European journals. It has gone int 
the history of our times, as one of the most honorable and useful ¢ 
the acts of our Chief Magistrate. It will remain a precedent t our 
rulers while the nation endures. We believe this emphatie rebuke 
of the “profanation of the Day and Name of the Most High” to 
have been pleasing to Him on whose sovereign will our nation’s 
life and destiny depend. 

The fact having reached the Committee through an officer of the 
Pacific Squadron that the President’s order had not been pro- 
mulgated in the Navy, inquiries on the subject were instituted at 
Washington, and the Secretary promptly took the following action : 
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“ General Order, No. 5. Navy Department, Fes. 10, 1863. 


“The following General Order of the President is published for 
the information and government of the officers and others of the 


Naval Service. 
“GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.” 


Rear-Admiral Foote, whose characteristic ardor in every good 
work facilitated this prompt action, writes to the Committee: “TI 
have sent more than one hundred of the enclosed circulars (con- 
taining the orders of the President and Secretary Welles), to the 
vessels comprising the different squadrons. . . . . . I will write to 
some of the Admirals on the subject, and do, everything that will 
be effective in the case.” 

The secular and religious Press has taken a decided stand in 
favor of the Sabbath during the war, and has seconded with vigor 
and ability the various measures employed for its preservation. 
The impressive lessons of Providence in connection with the 
history of Sunday battles have arrested the attention of all 
thoughtful minds. The fact will enter into the records of the Great 
American Rebellion, that, almost without exception, the assailing 
party in Sunday warfare, whether Union or Confederate, has been 
defeated. The facts presented in the editorial columns of the Daily 
Times, after a year of war—quoted below—are substantially true of 
the second year: only that the common experience of disaster in 
aggressive Sunday engagements; the growing sentiment in the 
army and the country against Sunday fighting; and the important 
General Orders on this subject, have rendered such battles quite 
infrequent, if they have not wholly ceased. The Times (April 11, ’62) 
has the following suggestive leader : 


Sunday Battles. 


“The late terrible struggle at Pittsburgh adds another to the long list of Sunday 


- battles. The facts are so clear in this and numerous other conflicts, and the results 


have been so uniform and decisive, that comment is not only warranted but de- 
manded, alike by philosophy, patriotism, and piety. The general statement cannot 
be gainsaid, that the more important movements of the National forces, in the early 


failures. Parrerson’s column was constantly notorious for its maneuvreing on 


ator of the present war, were made on Sunday; and that they were undeniable 


, Sundays—and for little else. Big Bethel, Bull Run, and Ball’s Bluff were the great 


blunders and defeats of attacking armies on Sunday. All these engagements, ex- 
cepting Ball's Bluff, under the now imprisoned Gen. Stone, preceded Gen. McClel- 
Jan’s noble Shbbath order. Thenceforward the rebels have made the Sunday 
assaults, with invariable loss of the battles thus waged. Mill Spring opened their 
career of Sunday fighting, which closes with Pittsburgh. The battle of Winchester 
was begun on Sunday morning. The first of these battles cost the rebels Kentucky ; 


the second, the valley of Virginia; and the third, the Mississippi Valley. The 


Merrimac, too, after its destructive Saturday’s raid, ran a muck against the Monitor 
on Sunday, and has spent a month in repairing damages, 
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“ Add to the facts, that most of the Generals Commanding, whose names figure © 


as assailants in these battles, were slain in them, or are in disgrace on account of 
them, and there is food for reflection in these bits of history. What has become of 
our Gen. Prerozg, of Big Bethel memory? What of Gen. Sronze? Where are Zor- 
LICOFFER and SipNey Joanston? In short, since we have ceased the business of 
Sunday fighting and the rebels took it up, we have had only victories to record, 
and they only defeats and surrenders. Fort Donelson and Island No. 10, were our 
Sunday morning benison on week-day prowess. 

“Nor are these isolated historical facts. History is full of them. The British 
forces assailed us on Lake Champlain and at New Orleans on Sunday, and were de- 
feated. We assailed them at Quebec; our army was repulsed and its leader slain. 
We began the battle of Monmouth, and had the worst of it. Naporzon began the 
battle of Waterloo on Sunday, and lost his army and his empire. The battle of 
Blenheim, which has been Tepeatedly cited by the Herald, with its usual accuracy, 
as a successful Sunday battle, was not fought on Sunday, but began on Wednesday. 

“We content ourselyes with the acid collation of these suggestive facts. Let 
them go to’swell that mighty volume of testimony to the supremacy and stability 
of a law as old as creation, which claims quite other use of one-seventh part of time 
than the work of willing human butchery.” 


THE SACRED SABBATH. 


The preceding notices of the enterprises undertaken by the Com- 
mittee have had almost exclusive reference to the civzl Sabbath. 
Its sacred claims and relations have come to occupy attention in the 
progress of the reform; and the Committee have rejoiced at the arrival 
of the period when they could turn from civil, judicial, and military 
authorities, whose intervention was necessary to restrain the selfish 
and disorderly classes, to take counsel with the ministry and the 
churches as to moral and spiritual interests identified with Christ’s 
kingdom. While there is reason to believe that the discussion and 
settlement of constitutional and legal questions, and the disentang- 
ling of the blended civil and sacred relations of the Sabbath, 
may have prepared the way for juster views and wiser action within 
the churches, a great work remains to be done in bringing the 
Christian community up to the proper standard of intelligent interest 
in, and observance of, the divinely appointed season of spiritual wor- 
ship. The measures suited to this end will take their direction from 
current Providences; but they will occupy increased attention as 


the civil defences already restored proye to be permanent and en- 
during. The Committee rely on the Gospel ministry and the friends _ 
of religion for cordial co-operation, as successive plans are developed 


looking to the more complete sanctification of the Sabbath, in the 
héteehold. the church, and the Christian community. 


Circular Letter to the Clergy. 


In the Autumn of 1861, the Committee thought it expedient to 
_ address a circular letter to mathe clergy, [Zhe Sabbath and the Fees 


| 
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Doe. No. XX.] directing attention to the Providences which had 
given prominence to this question in unprejudiced aspects, and soli- 
citing the vigorous and prudent co-operation of the Pulpit. Some 
5,000 copies of this Letter were sent to the pastors of different 
denominations in all parts of the country, and the periodical press 
gave it still wider currency. There is reason to believe that very 
many of the ministers of the Gospel gave attention to the request, 
and that important influences were thus brought to bear in the for- 
mation of that healthful sentiment which, more than anything else, 
is necessary to the general observance of sacred time. 


Course of Sabbath Sermons. 


With the same general purpose in view, the Committee made ar- 
rangements for a series of sermons on the Sabbath question, in the 
winter and spring of 1862, which excited unprecedented interest, 
and resulted in manifest good. The Rev. N.L. Rice, D. D., preached 
in his own church, on The Origin and History of the Sabbath; the 
Rey. Wm. Hague, D. D., in the Coll. R. D. church in Fifth av., on 
its Authority and Perpetuity ; the Rev. H. D. Ganse, in the Madison 
Square Pres. church, on its Duties ; the Rev. Wm. Adams, D. D., 
in the Coll. R. D. church, on its Benefits ; the Rev. Dr. Foster, in 
the Madison av. Baptist church, on its Abuses ; the Rev. A. H. Vin- 
ton, D. D., in St. George’s, on its Civil Relations ; and the Rev. 
Phil. Schaff, D. D., of Mercerburg, Pa., in St. Mark’s church, 
(Lutheran,) comparing the Theory and Results of the American and 
European Sabbaths. he latter discourse was in German, and was 
repeated in English in the Fifth Avenue Pres. church. The attend- 
ance on these several discourses was very large, in several instances 
far exceeding the capacity of the most spacious churches in the 
city. 

Five of these discourses were at the request of the Committee 
furnished for the press, and Messrs. Carter & Bros. undertook their 
publication—the Secretary of the Committee furnishing a historical 
sketch of the Sabbath Reform, as an introduction to the volume. 

ough issued at the most engrossing period of civil war, “Tux 
CuristiaN SapearTa’’—which is ache title of the volume—has had a 
satisfactory circulation, and will form a standard book on this subject. 

The sermon of the Rev. Dr. Vinton, on the Civil Relations of the 
Sabbath, was published separately in the “Punrrr anp THE Ros- 
TRUM 3” ‘and a member of Ascension church contributed $50, for the 
distribution by post, of an edition among the officers of the army. 

A similar course of Sabbath sermons was delivered in Boston, on 
the successive Sunday evenings of March and April, 1862, by the Rey. 
‘Drs. Adams, Kirk, Blagden, and Stone, and the Rev. Messrs. Webb, 
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Todd, Dexter, and Manning. They discussed the relations of the 
Sabbath to man’s physical life; to his intellectual life ; to his spiritual 
life; to his social, economical, and political life; and to the Divine 
Law: the proper way to keep the Sabbath in and outside of the 
family ; and a consideration of objections against the Sabbath. 

The efforts of the Committee for the circulation of the volume— 
“The Christian Sabbath”—among Pastors and others, are detailed 
in another paragraph, on the co-operation of the clergy. 


A New and Standard Sabbath Volume. 


During the Secretary’s visit to Scotland in 1857, he met the Rev. 
James Gilfillan, of Stirling, who was then completing a work on the 
Sabbath question which had occupied his leisure hours for a quarter 
of a century. He also visited John Henderson, Esq., of Glasgow, 
the most energetic and liberal of the European friends of the Sabbath. 
[See “‘ The Sabbath in Europe,” Doc. No. IV, pp. 2—4.] Within the 
last year, the valuable work of the Rev. Mr. Gilfillan has appeared 
from the Edinboro’ press, and through the kindness of the author 
and Mr. Henderson, copies were presented to members of the Com- 
mittee. It seemed desirable that a volume of so much research and 
standard value should be made accessible to American readers ; but 
the state of affairs in this country was not such as to invite the 
stereotyping and republication of a large and expensive volume. 

In these circumstances, a note was addressed to Mr. Henderson, 
suggesting that it would be “a fitting supplement to his long and 
beneficent labors and gifts for the sanctification of the Lord’s Day,” 
that he should provide-a set of stereotype plates of Gilfillan, for the 
Committee’s use. ‘‘ Would it not be a fitting jinale of the war-fever 
[about the Zrent affair] so rife of late, that leaden types should be 
sent from Great Britain to bless and save us, instead of leaden bul- 
lets to destroy us?” With characteristic liberality, Mr. Henderson 
gaye prompt encouragement of aid in this good work, and in a note 
written Sept. 26, 62, informing of the shipment of the plates, he 
says: “I have perfect confidence in the wisdom and earnestness of 
your Committee, and feel that they will do what they can to spread i 
broad-cast over the land a volume in which the Sabbath question is — ; 
so fully, ably, and exhaustively discussed. It will be a great grati-— 
fication to me, if by this small contribution to the cause of God, I 
should be instrumental in deepening in the minds of any American 
brethren a regard for the sacred day. of rest, and strengthening 
those principles which are the best security for a nation’s prosperity 
and progress. The friends of Christ and of the Sabbath in this 
country deeply grieve over the calamities with which yours is at 
present afflicted, and earnestly pray that the war in which you are 


THE CIVIL AND SACRED SABBATH. 19 


now engaged may be brought to a speedy and satisfactory close, to 
be followed by a long Sabbatism of peace and prosperity.” 

The Cunard Steamship Company generously brought the boxes 
of plates (635) without charge for freight, and they were received 
from the Custom House without charge for duties; so that this 
valuable work, the expense of stereotyping which would not have 
been less than some $800, may now be issued at a price to place it 
within the.reach of all. For the sake of promoting its widest circu- 
lation, an arrangement has been made with the American Tract 
Society to publish the volume—the Committee being furnished with 
copies for distribution at the cost of paper, printing, and binding. 
The volume will meet a positive want in the libraries of all ministers 
and students of this question; there being no considerable work ex- 
tant in this country on the subject. After an unique and instructive 
resumé of the literature of the Sabbath and of the controversies which 
have arisen during past centuries—the result of a quarter of a cen- 
tury of research in the libraries of Europe—Gilfillan treats of the 
Sabbath in the light of Reason, Revelation, and History. The dis- 
cussion is genial and scholarly, and it is free alike from the angularity 
of extreme Puritan views, and the latitudinarianism of Broad Church 
speculations. Its influence cannot but be to settle the opinions of 
intelligent readers on the firm foundations of Divine teachings and 
human experience, as to all the mooted questions pertaining to the 
Sabbath. 

The plans of the Committee for the diffusion of this work will be 
- matured and announced in due time. 


Clerical Co-operation. 

With the view of enlisting the pulpit in the advocacy of the Lord’s 
Day, the Secretary visited several of the annual ecclesiastical meetings 
held in the Spring of 1861-2. The General Assembly of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, meeting in May, 1861; the Presby- 
terian General) Assembly at Philadelphia, and that at Syracuse, in the 
same month, and the general Synod of the Ref. Dutch church at Brook- 
- lyn, in June, were successively addressed : and resolutions of the most 
cordial character were passed by most of these important bodies. 
The meetings of the Presbyterian General Assembly at Columbus ; 
of the Connecticut and Massachusetts General Associations, (Cong.) 
at Norwalk and New Bedford; the Maine General Conference, at 
Portland; the General Synod of the Ref. Dutch church, at Syracuse, 
and other bodies, were visited and addressed in the spring and early 
summer of 1862. The clerical members of all these bodies, and the 
several members of the House of Bishops, and of the House of Cleri- _ 
cal Delegates of the Triennial Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, meeting in New York city, and of the annual convention 
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of the Diocese of Ohio, were each supplied with a copy of “ the 
Christian Sabbath,” and with copies of the Committee’s Documents. 
The Massachusetts Conference of Churches was also visited in the 
early autumn. Not far from one thousand copies of the volume of 
Sabbath Sermons were thus placed in the hands to prize and use 
this able auxiliary to an effective pulpit discussion of the Sabbath 
question. At the request of a member of the House of Bishops, its 
members were also furnished with a copy each of the bound volume 
of the Committee’s Documents, for which, as for “the Christian 
Sabbath,” cordial expressions of thanks were communicated. The 
clergy of this city were also presented with copies of the volume of 
Sabbath Sermons. 

The Committee would reiterate the expression of their belief, that 
the interest awakened in the public mind by the progress of the Sab- 
bath reform, the events of the war, and the utterances of civil and 
military authorities, is eminently favorable to a thorough discussion 
of this subject in the pulpits of our land: and they rely confidently 
on this as the most powerful, because the divinely appointed instru- 
mentality for moulding the national sentiment into principled and 
undying attachment to an institution vitally related to the prosperity 
of the church, and indispensable to the safe working of a free gover: 
ment. 

Public Meetings. 


The only public Sabbath meeting it has been thought expedient 
to hold in this city within the past two years was that of German 
citizens in Cooper Institute, previously alluded to; and only oeca- 
sional meetings have been held elsewhere. The most important of 
these were those held at Saratoga, August, 1862, the Hon. Luther 
Bradish in the chair, with addresses by the Secretary and the Rey. 
Drs. Hodge of Princeton, and Durbin of New York—followed by 
the conference and action of the friends of the Sabbath from various 
parts of the country, noticed in Doc. No. XXII; at Rochester, 
N.Y., Prof. C. Dewey in the chair, with addresses by the Rev. 
Dr. Claxton, the Rev. Prof. Robinson, and Fred. Starr, Esq.; and . © 
at Washington, D.C., Rev. Dr. Gurley in the chair, with ce 
by Wm. E. Dodge, Esq., of New York, Senator Willey, of W. Va., 
the Hon. Mr. Odell, M. C., Major-General Casey, U.S. A., and 
Rear-Adniiral Foote, U. 8. N. 

The correspondent of the New York Daily Times thus alludes to 
one of the striking addresses at the Washington meeting: 

“The veteran Gen. Casey responded to an invitation for his testi- 
mony. ‘I have been thirty-six years in the military service of my 
country,’ said he, ‘and I know that the army needs a Sabbath. I was 
five years in the Florida war. In long marches, better time will be 
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made, and the men will go through in better condition by resting 
on the Sabbath, than by continuous marching. No prudent general 
will plan for a Sunday battle. I would appeal to the American 
people to save our Sabbath. If our wealth should be lost in this 
terrrible war, it may be recovered. If our young men are killed off, 
others will grow up and take their places: BuT 1 ouR AMERICAN 
SABBATH IS LOST, IT CAN NEVER BE RESTORED, AND ALL IS Lost.’ 
The audience was affected to tears by these sententious words from 
the gray-headed warrior.” 


Tse Brenntat Mrerine of the Committee was held in the Fifth 
Avenue Collegiate Church, April 26th, ’63, and was largely attended. 
The Chairman presided, and addressed the meeting. A statement 
of the facts of the past two years was made by the Secretary. Ad- 
dresses were delivered by John E. Parsons, Esq., of the Committee, 
and the Rey. J.T. Duryea. Wordsworth’s beautiful Hymn for the 
Sabbath was sung by the congregation, with fine effect. 


Sabbath Documents. 


The following documents have been issued during the past two 
years, and their circulation has been extensive and useful. No. 15. 
“The Civil Sabbath Restored,” 32 pp., 8vo.; No. 16, “ German Meet- 
ing in Cooper Institute,” (in German,) 32 pp.; No. 17, “The Sabbath 
in War,” 4 pp.; No. 18, “Constitutional Basis of our Sunday Laws,” 
4 pp.; No. 19, “ Plea for the Sabbath in War,” 8 pp.; No. 20, “The 
Sabbath and the Pulpit,’ 8 pp.; No. 21, “First Five Years’ of the 
Sabbath Reform,” 16 pp.; No. 22, “The Sabbath in the Army and 
Navy,” 4 pp.; No. 23, “The Soldiers’ and Satlors’ Sabbath,” 4 pp. 
The series as far as No. 21 has been gathered into a goodly 8vo 
volume, of which a few hundred copies have been placed in the 
hands of donors, public libraries, and correspondents in Europe. 


Finances. 


The operations of the Committee have been adequately sustained 


from the outset, without resort to the general public, and without 
asking for a single public collection. Friends of the object, who 
were familiar with the Committee’s plans, have generously contri- 
buted to the Treasury the means required. It has thus been made 
practicable to dissever from the enterprises severally undertaken all 
association with pecuniary charity, and to secure a measure of unity 


‘and yigor of public sentiment, not easily attainable where demon- 


strations stand related, more or less immediately, tofinancial wants. 


At the same time, the formidable combinations opposed to this 
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reform have been left in salutary apprehension of unknown, if not 
unlimited, resources for the prosecution of reformatory measures. 
The desire of the Committee is to continue this novel system, the 
benefits of which are manifold; and they would commend it to 
kindred organizations as a relief from many embarrassments. 


The Committee’s Library. 


After a protracted correspondence with the owner of a valuable 
collection of works on the Sabbath Question, the Library of the 
Committee has been enriched by the purchase of 141 volumes, em- 
bracing more than one hundred British and three hundred American 
treatises, and containing 37,356 pages. The utter deficiency of 
works on this subject in our principal public libraries, and the lack 
of any considerable collection of a similar character in this country, 
gives great value to this acquisition. It is the purpose of the 
Committee to preserve the collection intact, and to increase it 
from time to time until it shall embrace the extant literature of the 
Sabbath. A generous friend, whose name is only known to a single 
member of the Committee, on learning the fact of this purchase, 
contributed the amount ($250) requisite to complete the transaction. 


THE SABBATH IN OTHER STATES. 


PENNSYLYVANIA.—The city Railway system of Philadelphia is 
conducted in obedience to law—with no serious attempt to run 
Sunday trains. The unanimous vote of the stockholders of one of 
the lines against such a measure seems to have been accepted as 
final with all the companies. An effort was made in the Legislature 
of 1861-2 to repeal the Sunday laws of the State; but it utterly 
failed. 


Oxnto.—The Cincinnati Sabbath Committee prosecuted their work 
for a season, with hopeful results. The acceptance of a call to the 
pastoral relation left them without a secretary, and their r 
movements have not been reported to this Committee. The ft 
ing gratifying proof of a growing regard for the a is fae. 
from the Cincinnati Gazette : 


“Heretofore there has been no Sabbath with the pork trade. 
We are now happy to be able to state that there is to be a change 
in this respect. A paper was drawn up yesterday, and generally 
signed by packers, in which the subscribers pledge themselves not 
to pack hogs on the Sabbath, or receive hogs slaughtered on that 
day. Several of the slaughterers have signified their readiness to 
‘codperate in the movement. It is to be hoped that all the establish- 
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ments will unite in it, and that hereafter the pork trade will have a 
Sabbath.” 


The cattle-dealers in Chicago, we are informed, were induced some 
time since by one of their number who saw the folly of seven 
days’ working when others enjoyed their day of rest, to forego all 
business on Sunday. There is abundant need for other like move- 
ments in that enterprising city. 

The owners of the prosperous salt works recently established at 
Saginaw, Mich., are understood to have the matter under con- 
sideration, and are expected to decide the question as interest and 
duty both prompt. In the long run, no business ever prospered by 
stealing a sacred day for secular puposes. 


Cauirornia.—A protracted struggle in California between the 
friends and foes of the Sabbath has reached an auspicious end. As 
early as 1851 an effort was made in the Common Council of San 
Francisco to restrain gross offences; but it was unavailing. The 
matter came before the Legislature in 1853, and a Sunday law 
passed the Senate, but failed in the House by a tie vote. The effort 
also failed at the three succeeding sessions. But in 1858 the pressure 
of public sentiment was overwhelming, and a statute was enacted— 
to be nullified by the Supreme Court, Judge Terry presiding, as 
unconstitutional. In 1861 another law was passed and its constitu- 
tionality affirmed. Strenuous efforts were made for its repeal, and 
the State was convulsed by the agitation. In no State of the Union 

have the friends of good order had a fiercer opposition to encounter, 

and in none have they been more true, determined, or successful. 
Though imperfect in some of its provisions, the law stands to pro-. 
tect that new and growing community from the selfishness and, 
godlessness of the classes most inimical to the public welfare. The: 
first jury trial under it resulted in the conviction of the Sunday 
rumseller, whose traflic was carried on through a back door. 

It was in the midst of this contest that a well-known actress in 

4 San Francisco refused to play on Sunday nights, saying in her card: 
_ “TJ would rather be, as I am, deprived of my engagement—which 
was averaging’ $771 a night—than to act in violation of law, and 

- my own conviction of right.” 


In Nevapva, Governor Nye’s first message to the territorial 
Legislature recommended the enactment of suitable Sunday laws 
for the restraint of the vicious. The Governor was formerly a 
‘member of the Police Commission in New York, and thus had. 

, opportunity to observe the effects of such legislation, Pts cha bane 
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THE SABBATH ABROAD. 

Canapa.—The Reports of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation 
Society have been forwarded to the Committee. They indicate 
earnestness in this important work. Partly through the influence 
of this Society, the Postmaster-General of Canada authorised the, 
closing of Post-Offices on the Lord’s day, and the arrangement is 
general and satisfactory. Other orgnizations of a kindred character 
exist in the neighbormg Provinces; but our correspondence with 
them is less frequent and intimate than is desirable. 


Eneianp.—The Lord’s Day Observance Society, the Sunday Rest 
Association, and kindred organizations in England, have been active 
in their efforts during the past two years. The particular issues 
which have engaged their attention have been the following: 


Or ystal Palace.—The “ “aia League’ Sibape biges'< title the 


ing a majority in pivot of Bponing the Ou veal Paldes to visitors on 
Sida energetic measures were undertaken to restrain the evils thus 
caused. The privilege of access being restricted to share-holders, 
the general public has no unusual temptation to Sabbath-desecration. 
The attempt to evade the law, so that 40,000 admissions were 
granted on Trinity Sunday ’61, created so strong a feeling of opposi- 
tion that the wrong was not repeated. The average number of 
Sunday visitors to the Palace in 1862 had been less than 70. 


Hyde Park Bands.—The “ League” succeeded in introducing Sun- 
day Bands in Hyde Park in spite of formidable deputations to the - 
Chief Commissioner. The scandal has been continued, so that the 
godless population of the metropolis have had a rallying-point every 
week, The natural result was reached at last in monster riots— 
“Trish Roughs” on one side and Garibaldian sympathisers on the 
other—the 200,000 visitors of Hyde Park terrified by the contest 
in which soldiers, policemen, and rioters shared, and in consequence 
of which “a large number of persons were wounded, and the 
various surgeries in the neighborhood were crowded with parties 
waiting to ‘have their poiads dressed.” The Secretary of the 
Lord’s Day Observance Society took occasion to renew the request 
that the Government would exclude from the public parks all who 
gather crowds on Sunday, whether for political, musical, or reli- 
gious purposes. 

The attempt by the “League” to open the British Museum on 
Sunday failed. 


. Sunday Trading.—A vigorous eftort was made to carry a Bill 
through Parliament against Sunday Trading. But Government 
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refused its support, and it is believed to have failed. The agitation 
of the question was not without benefit, however, and under mcre 
favorable auspices may succeed. 


Sunday Hxcursion Trains..—A memorial from the Archbishops and 
Bishops to the Directors of Railways radiating from London, 
entreating them to discontinue the running of excursion trains on 
the Lord’s Day, dated Dec., 1862, resulted in the cessation of the 
trains on the Southwestern Railway, and in an animated discussion 
of the whole question in the public journals. The fact came to light 
that 783 trains left London or arrived on a given:Sunday!* The 
neighboring places of resort were demoralized by this process, and 
remonstrances came from them against the emptying of metro- 
politan vice in their streets. The subject is still agitated. 


Sunday-Keeping Cabs.—Encouraging progress has been made in 
securing a rest-day for cab-men and omnibus drivers. Of the 5,662 
licensed cabs in London, 1,865 rest on the Sabbath. Two mission- 
aries are employed for cabmen, who circulated 2,000 Testaments 
among them. The cabman who gained the highest of three prizes 
of $25, $50, and $100, for a premium Tract on “Sunday Rest by 
Cabmen,” was a recent convert of this mission, and wrote his Tract 
on the top of his cab. 


Sunday Liquor-Selling.—A movement is now on foot to arrest this 
evil. Petitions are circulating, praying for a law prohibiting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors between the hours of 11 o’clock on 
Saturday night and 6 o’clock on Monday morning, based on the 
beneficent results of the Forbes Mackenzie Act in Scotland. 


Sunday Funerals haye been mostly discontined, “the directors 
of the principal incorporated cemetery companies having resolved 
that no interment shall take place in their respective cemeteries on 
the Sabbath Day.” Our over-worked American clergy would re- 
joice if a like determination were made by the directors of our 
cemeteries. 


The following extract of the note of the Rey. Alfred Jones, 


‘Secretary of the Metropolitan Sunday Rest Association, in acknow- 


ledgment of publications forwarded by the Sabbath Committee, 
will be read with interest: 
London, England. Sept. 19, 62. 
“My Dear Str: Your kind note was most acceptable and most encouraging, and 
I beg to offer my best thanks, and the thanks of the Committee of the Sunday Rest 
Association, to whom I read it, the Right Hon, Lord Chelmsford being in the chair. 


« « Bxeursion trains,” which were formerly frequent, are not run by any of the 


_ railways radiating from New York; a single train with the United Statés mail on 


each road being the limit of passenger traffic. 
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I beg also to thank you for your papers and books which I have received from time 
to time. These are of great value. The various documents and sermons sent are 
of the highest character, and I wish that copies of them could be sown broad-cast 
throughout this boasted land of the Sabbath, 

“ During the last half-century, great havoc has been made on the Sunday obser- 
vance by various classes ; and the law as it now stands, is not able to grapple with 
them. We haye been struggling for thirty years to alter this law, but hitherto 
without success, I think the reason of it was, that in the outset they con 
founded the civil and religious aspects of the question. It was taken up and adyo 
cated on religious grounds alone, and there arose the cry against making people 
religious by act of Parliament. This, however, is not my view of the matter. 
Though I believe in the perpetual obligation of the law of the Sabbath, as part and 
parcel of the moral law, yet I endeayor to maintain this question on civil and pub- 
lic grounds. I greatly admire your papers for the clear and perspicuous way they 
have treated this question on these two points. 

‘Dr. Vinton’s sermon on the Civil Relations of the Sabbath, is a master-piece of 
reasoning ; and it is as eloquent as reasonable. * * * I also greatly admire the 
sermon of Rey. H. D. Ganse, on the Duties of the Sabbath. Ireadit almost without 
breathing. It was on a Sunday evening I read it, and every thing around was 
sanctified by the evening light of the Sabbath. The Sabbath seemed holier, and 
sanctified everything else. The Christian world are deeply indebted to those five 
gentlemen for their labors for the Lord’s day; and I should like to thank them 
all personally if I could, and if it was not presumptous on my part to do so. 

Extract from ev. Mr, Jones’ Letter, April 9, 1863, = 

“The success of your struggle for Sunday liberty is our stronghold, and our en- 
couragement to hold out against the enemy of light and rest and truth. Your 
Sunday literature is in advance of ours, and I wish I could send over a check for 
a good round sum, in order to give to every member of 1 arliament a copy of the 
American Documents on the Sunday question, and the fiye excellent Sermons on 
the Lord’s Day. I said, ‘members of Parliament,’ but, I ought to have said of the 
Clergy also; for I very much fear that the religious, philosophical, and political 
reasons for the seventh day of Kest or the Christian Sunday are far from being 
well understood. Indeed, there is profound ignorance on the question, and alas, 
where it ought not to be discovered. May the Committee in New York go on in 
their work of Sunday Reformation, and from you may the world welcome the 
light of the Day of days. 

“Tam yery anxious that our Association and your Sabbath Committee should 
in some way or other be brought into closer relationship. We have a blessed work 
in hand; the redemption of the seventh part of millions of lives from ceaseless 
toil, and the consecration of it to God the Blessed author of it. 1 propose to give 
a full account of your work in our Report in June, and shall be most glad to re- 
ceive any fresh information you can give me. In the might of Him who bless 
eyery effort for the sanctification of His Holy Day, I trust we shall both wor 
obtain all we desire in our respective countries. & a 

“J am making an eifort to bring all the Sunday Societies in 
throughout Europe into union with us, that by union we may siren each 
other’s hands in this glorious work, and I shall be much obliged if you can aid me 
in this great design, for I believe it will tend to spread the blessings of the Lord’s 
Day wherever the union takes place.” 


Scorranp.—The principal fact worthy of note in Sabbath-keeping 
Scotland is the complete success of the “ Forbes Mackenzie — 
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designed to suppress the Sunday traffic in liquors. So important 
was the result, and so conflicting the impressions as to its practical 
effects, that a Royal commission was appointed to investigate and. 
report the facts. The advocates of Sunday dram-selling in New 
York cited the “demoralizing ” effects of this act in their ‘“ Remon- 
strance against the enforcement of the Sunday Liquor Law,” ad- 
dressed to the Police Commissioners, and in their resolutions at the 
Stadt Theatre meeting, as conclusive against the measures urged by 
the Sabbath Committee. The facts reported by the “‘ Commission” 
are of interest, then, on this side of the Atlantic, They are to the 
following effect : 

1. That the consumption of spirits had decreased under the opera- 
tion of the Mackenzie Act, to the extent of 7,000,000 of gallons in 
five years—that is from 36,000,000 to 29,000,000; but if increase of 
population be computed, the decrease would be 11,000,000 gallons. 

2. “Kmployers of labor [we quote from the Report, | and work- 
men themselves, were unanimous in testifying to the great improve- 
ment that has taken place in the regularity of the attendance at 
work on Monday morning ; and many publicans examined before us 
expressed themselves as grateful for the existing law, regarding the 
cessation of business on Sunday as a boon, of which they would not 
willingly be deprived.” 

8. The diminution of Sunday crime has been most marked. 
“ Under the old law, when the public houses were open on Sundays, 
there occurred 11,471 cases of drunkenness alone, or of drunkenness 
combined with crime; and during the same period of time, under 
the operation of the new law, the number of cases fell to 4,299.” 
In Glasgow, Sunday drunkenness was 4,082 ; same period (3 years) 
under the new law 1,466. Such has been the effect of the Macken- 
zie Act, as officially reported by an unprejudiced Commission of Par- 
liament. 

Were there unity of plan and action among our Judicial and Exee- 
utive authorities, so as to give complete certainty to our laws, we 
might hope for economical results as marked as the instance noted 
by Major Giberne of the British army in a late speech in Bath, 
England: “ Before the Forbes-Mackenzie Act came into operation,” 
said he, “application had been made for the expenditure of £12,000 
on a gaol; but that act so diminished crime that the money for the 
gaol was not wanted, and the old one was but half filled.” 


Franon.—Various indications have been given of a recoil from 
the extreme laxity of Sabbath observance which has so long charac- 
terized the French nation. In church and state there is manifest 
restiveness under the “bad eminence” attained in this form of. 
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wickedness; so that reformatory measures might hope to gain 
footing were they wisely planned. We note a few significant facts. 

A ministerial note was addressed to the Ami de la Religion—which 
had reproached the Government for employing an army of workmen 
every Sunday—denying that any State works are continued on Sun- 
days unless exceptional circumstances render it absolutely necessary. 
Contractors on city works are under an obligation to discontinue 
their operations on Sundays and jé/e days, and all the contracts con- 
tain a clause to that effect. The note also asserts that contractors 
for demolitions, in remodeling the plan of Paris, make themselves 
liable to a fine of three hundred franes, if they continue their opera- 
tions on Sundays. 

“In the Cathedral of Notre Dame,” says a late writer, “I read a 
recent proclamation by the Archbishop of Paris in favor of Sabbath- 
keeping. The import of it was, that the Christian world had long 
pointed at the French as a people without religion; that Sabbath 
observance was indispensable for religion, but had lamentably gone 
out of use,” ete. 

Abbé Mullois, chaplain to the Empress of France, in a recent dis- 
course on the Sunday question, observed that the neglect of rest on 
the Sabbath day, according to the commandment, brought on pre- 
mature old age; and added these suggestive thoughts: “Who in 
these days of money seeking, cares for the old? Who would 
employ weak arms when young and strong ones are demanding 
their turn? Old age at fifty was one of the features of the day, one 
ever recurring to his notice in his intercourse with the poor. Public 
and private charities were insufficient to keep from want the thou- 
sands who on this ground could no longer find employment.” 

Thus, the experiment of a godless holiday Sunday, instead of a 
restful, refreshing holy day Sabbath, proves a confessed failure. The 
human constitution was not framed for perpetual exertion or dissi- 
pation. If not wound up weekly it runs down and wears out. 
“Old age at fifty is one of the features of the day,” says Eugenie’s 
chaplain. What a feature! what a commentary on the homeless, 
sabbathless, godless life of Paris and of France! What a lesson of 
warning for Sabbath-keeping nations! eg 


SwirzeRLanp.—The meeting of the Evangelical Alliance at Geneva, - 
which brought together many of the most eminent Christian men of 
Europe, was an auspicious event for the Sabbath in Switzerland and 
over the Continent. One of the sessions was set apart for the con- 
sideration of the Lord’s Day and the means of sanctification. Able 
papers on the subject were read by Pastor Godet, of Neufchatel, 
and the Rey. Dr. Thompson, of Edinboro’—the latter unfolding the 
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true idea of the Scottish Sabbath, and vindicating it from innumer- 
able misrepresentations. The discussion was continued in French 
and English, and resulted in such quickened interest that “a Society 
for the Sanctification of the Sabbath,” was formed in Geneva; dis- 
courses were delivered in the pulpits, and a work of reform was 
begun which has extended into Cantons Vaud, Neufchatel, Berne, 
Basle, and other parts of Switzerland, and into Germany. A well- 
informed foreign Journal says: “The attention of the Christian 
communities in Switzerland is fully awakened to the sinfulness of 
the manner in which they have allowed the Lord’s Day to be neg- 
lected and even desecrated, and their leading men-are making their 
best exertions, by precept and example, to instruct the people as to 
their duties in respect to Sabbath observance.” 


Grrmany.—The Committee have sifted their German documents 
into Germany, with the hope that sympathy might be kindled with 
the views coming to be cherished by the Anglo-German churches on 
the Sabbath question; and that the monstrous excesses of our sab- 
bathless emigration might react on the more Christian portion of 
the fatherland. The following extract from a note of a truly excel- 
lent and eminent German Professor will show that this hope has 
not been disappointed. He writes: “The labors of the New York 
Sabbath Committee, of which we have a new and abiding literary 
monument in the volume of Sabbath Sermons, have certainly been 
most successful. They could hardly have been more so. The suc- 
cess extends beyond this country. I will give you a proof of which 
you may be ignorant as yet. The New Evangelical Church Gazette, 
Berlin, April, 1862, has an able and earnest article on ‘Sabbath Re- 
form,’ where the labors of the Sabbath Committee are intelligibly 
explained, highly commended, and held up for imitation to Protes- 
tant Germany and Europe. It is evidently an editorial article. This 
is a cheering sign of the times. The day may indeed not be distant 
when an energetic movement of Sabbath reform may commence in 
the heart of Europe. God will raise up his own instruments in due 
season, and, perhaps, give you some additional work.” 


Asta Mryor.—An Armenian missionary gives some facts as to 
the progress of Sabbath observance among both Greeks and Ar- 
menians, significant of the advancing power of the Gospel in the 
East. The market-day of the Turks has been the sacred day of the 
Christians. By degrees, however, the Turkish Government has 
yielded to the demand of the increasing Christian element, and has 
-transferred to Tuesday the former traffic of Sunday. An attempt to 
introduce this reform in Aidin aroused the hostility of the resident — 


30 THE CIVIL AND SACRED SABBATH. 


Moslems, and they carried their opposition so far as to stone the 
palace of the Governor, and to demand his removal on this account. 
The Governor had the nerve to disperse the traffickers and to forbid 
their coming again on Sunday; and, when disobeyed, he arrested 
the offenders and confiscated their wares. 


CONCLUSION. 


This review of the facts of these two years in the history of the 
Sabbath Reform suggests reflections like these : 

The distinction between the civil Sabbath—with its constitutional 
basis and its legal safeguards, and the sacred Sabbath—with its claims 
on the conscience and its divine sanctions, has been made so clear as 
to paralyze opposition, and to relieve the Sabbath Question of its 
principal embarrassments. Popular prejudice and class-interest 
never succeeded in making a stand against reasonable Sabbath 
views except as they conceived or represented them as infringing 
on the rights of conscience. ‘Making people religious by law,” 
‘“‘compelling men to go to church,” and like phrases, have been the 
cant modes in which the Sunday papers and the advocates of Sun- 
day vices have branded every attempt to preserve the public peace 
and order on the Sabbath. But this senseless clamor ceased at last, 
when it became apparent to the dullest mind that the utmost limit 
of legal intervention extends no farther than to secure the righis of 
all citizens to one day in seven of undisturbed repose and worship, 
freed from open temptations to vice and crime; and that all beyond 
is within the acknowledged domain of conscience, to be invaded 
only by argument and the exposition of divine truth. 

The nature of our institutions is such as to render this discrimina- 
tion of vital moment. Their influence has been to foster a just ap- 
prehension of legislative interference with the rights of conscience. 
Our foreign immigrant classes, not unnaturally, transfer their hostility 
against “church and state” alliances to all legislation respecting 
interests even remotely identified with religion. But even they are 
coming to learn that the divorce of “church and state” in this 
country implies no hostility to, but is rather for the sake of morals 
and religion ; and that for its stability and safety society needs and 
must have the support of such institutions as marriage and the Sab- 
bath—though one may involve an ecclesiastical rite, and the other re- 
cognizes a distinctively christian right. Our English correspondent, 
previously quoted, illustrates the mischiefs of confounding things 
that differ, when speaking of a “vain struggle of thirty years” 
because ‘in the outset they confounded the civil and religious aspects 
of the question. It was taken up and advocated on religious grounds 
alone,” he says, “and there arose the cry of making people religious 
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by act of Parliament.” The whole policy of the committee has 
been to avoid this mistake, and thus to take away the last plea of 
- selfishness in its claim on “the poor man’s day.” Happily the higher 
courts of law were pure and enlightened enough to expound the 
constitution and laws in the light of principles as enduring as time. 
“The People’s Day” is vindicated: The Lord’s Day is safe in the 
keeping of its Author and His followers. 

The avoidance of political entanglements, while combatting flagrant 
and organized wrongs, has afforded the committee much satisfaction. 
Innumerable appeals have been made to party; and it would have 
been easy, on many occasions, by accepting the false issues tendered 
by the enemies of the Sabbath, to have plunged into a political war, 
and to have thus wrecked a beneficent reform. But the steadfast 
adherence to an object of common concern to all good citizens, and 
persistent opposition to such abuses as no party could safely protect, 
has rendered abortive every attempt to involve the Sunday question 
in the partizan conflicts of the state. Executive and judicial ofticers 
of all parties have shown equal firmness in defending a common 
precious inheritance. We shall have to reach a far deeper depth of 
political degeneracy before any considerable organization will plant 
itself on the platform of “‘Sunday-Rum,” “Sunday Theatres,” ‘No. 
Sunday-at-all.” 

One of the most encouraging aspects of the period under review 
has been the stand taken by the Christian Germans in support of our 
Sunday Laws, and in opposition to the demoralizing practices of the 
Beer-Garden classes. The demonstration of 3,000 Germans at 
Cooper Institute, and the earnest and numerous remonstrances 
agaist the repeal movement, revealed the existence of a powerful 
element in sympathy with just Sabbath views, in a quarter little an- 
ticipated by the enemies of good morals. On every account, it 
would seem wise to foster and encourage this important interest. 

The disappearance of virulent opposers of this reform from the field 
furnishes an otcasion for alluding to them, The only Journal in‘ this 
country specfically devoted to the Sabbath question—and to the 
wrong side of the question—has ceased its issues. From being a 
decent advocate of Seventh-Day or Saturday-Sabbath views, it became 
the ally of Sunday dram-sellers, and the organ of the Sunday-thea- 
tre interest—its last utterances being those of deposed “ clergymen” 
from the stage of the Stadt-theatre in favor of free-drinking ! The 
principal living agent of no-Sunday demonstrations also subsided 
soon after: his efforts for three or four years to misrepresent and 
oppose a beneficent reform haying been as futile as they were un- 
scrupulous. The Sunday press, too, became discouraged, apparently, 
in its attempts to arrest the progress of measures for the public 


‘ 
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welfare, and its assaults have become feeble and infrequent. Inas- 
much as no single effort of the Committee was ever impeded by 
the course of these parties, singly or combined, their withdrawal 
from the field is of little account other than as an indication of the 
hopelessness of the bad cause they unwittingly helped to ruin. 

The Providential prominence given to the Sabbath by the events of 
the war has constrained public attention to the claims of this funda- 


mental institution, as never before. Through all the ranks of the © 


army and navy, among soldiers’ families, and in every Christian 
circle, the question of Sunday battles and of Sabbath rest has been 
discussed. The President, and his Generals, and the secular press, and 
struggling armies, and memorable Providences have been the nation’s 
Preachers. Rebel chieftains, even, have echoed the message from on 
high: ‘“‘ Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy.” 

We know not what may betide us as a people. The terrible con- 
flict in which we are engaged, and its mighty issues, are under the 
control of the God of nations. That we are entering on a period of 
transition can be little doubted. The moral and political changes 
wrought by a stupendous civil war must afiect the future character 
of the country for many generations. But a secure anchorage in the 
American Sabbath, may, under God, keep to its moorings the 
whole system of civil and religious institutions dependent on its 
stability and sanctity. That lost, ‘it can never be restored, and all 
is lost,” rang out from the lips of a veteran warrior who defends 
the Capital from a rebel army. ‘ The American character and our 
glorious institutions will go down into the same grave that entombs 
the Sabbath,” was the deliberate warning of one of New England’s 
wisest and greatest divines. Scripture and Providence and History 
confirm these patriotic and Christian utterances, and impel us to 
save our Sabbath if we could save our country. 
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A New Hymn for the Sabbath, 


[This beautiful Hymn was written by the Rey. Dr. Wordavorth, Canon of 
Westminster Abbey. 
mittee by the Rey. Alfred Jones, of London, and published New York Ob- 
An edition was printed, distributed, and sung in th Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church; another in Mercer Street church, and another at the Biennial 

eeting of the Sabbath Committee. The London Rel. Tract Society have printed 


It was transmitted to the Secretary Sabbath Com- 


it as a hand-bill from the American newspaper edition, ] . 


O pay of rest and gladness, 
O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 
Most beautiful, most bright ; 
On thee, the high and lowly, 
Bending before the Throne, 
Sing, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
To the Great Three in One. 


On thee, at the Creation, 
The light first had its birth ; 
On thee for our salvation 
Christ rose from depths of earth ; 
On thee, our Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from heaven, 
And thus on thee, most glorious, 
A triple light was given. 
Thou art a port protected 
From storms that round us rise; 
A garden intersected 
With streams of Paradise ; 
Thou art a cooling fountain 
In life’s dry, dreary sand ; 
From thee, our Pisgah mountain, 
We view the Promised Land. 


Thou art.a holy ladder, 
Where angels go and come ; 
Each Sunday finds us gladder, 
Nearer to heaven our home. 
A day of sweet refection, 
Thou arta day of love; 
A day of resurrection 
From earth to things above. 


To-day on weary nations 
The heavenly manna falls ; 
To holy convocations 
The silver trumpet calls, 
Where gospel light is glowing 
With pure and radiant beams, 
And living water flowing 
With soul-refreshing streams. 


New graces ever gaining 
From this our day of rest, 

We reach the Rest remaining 
To spirits of the blest : 

To Holy Ghost be jfraises, 
To Father and to Son; 

The Church her voice upraises 
To Thee, blest Three in One. 
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= Letters and ome may ne address 
Seoretary of the se | Bal: Commitee, Ne. 5 > Br 
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